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from any one. They cannot bear even to have the
vital subject mentioned, much less hear it imaged
in so many words. One's approach must be softened
by simply a tacit understanding of the situation at
hand, or one must leave the investigation of con-
tributory factors for the time being and focus one's
energies on meeting the present critical need.
" What would you personally like to do, Babs? Go
right on and finish out your school year? Or change
into another school? Or go out to visit Aunt Ellen
for a month or two? I think we could arrange any
of these things/' This is what I said to a ten-year-
old in a heartbreaking difficulty. We said not a
word about the occurrence which made the deci-
sion a necessity. She chose to return to her school.
Later the conditions which led to the difficulty
were taken care of.

When one gives a decision of this sort to a child,
one must offer it in all honesty and use one's influ-
ence to create a situation which will make the
choice a success. In this case I bespoke the friend-
ship of established girls who were the pace-setters
to lesser girls, and in this fashion made unlikely
any public ostracism or withdrawal.

As in the case of a sick man whose general health
must be built up before he can sustain a surgical
operation, a child may need to be healed of tern-